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Editorial...

1 F S International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development
=
. : ,_g-—- .- - Mountain ecosystem, complex of living organisms in

mountainous areas. Mountain lands provide a scattered

but diverse array of habitats in which a large range
of plants and animals can be found. At higher altitudes
harsh environmental conditions generally prevail, and a
treeless alpine vegetation, upon which the present account
is focused, is supported. Lower slopes commonly are
covered by montane forests. Last December 2021, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by
consensus a resolution proclaiming 2022 the International Year of Sustainable Mountain Development,
20 years after the last International Year of Mountains in 2002. Through this resolution, UN Member
States acknowledge that mountain regions, especially in developing countries, areexperiencing
increasing poverty, food insecurity, social exclusion, environmental degradation and exposure to the risk
of disasters, and access to basic services is limited. These include safe and affordable drinking water, basic
sanitation, and sustainable modern energy services.

The Assembly acknowledged that, despite the progress that has been made in promoting the sustainable
development of mountain regions and the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their
biodiversity, the prevalence of poverty, food insecurity, social exclusion, environmental degradation and
exposure to the risk of disasters is still increasing. Such a resolution aims to increase awareness of the
importance of sustainable mountain development and the conservation and sustainable use of mountain
ecosystems.
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